SAMARA FOUNDATION OF VERMONT

2007 GRANTS

Samara is pleased to announce the recipients of its 2007 grant awards. Last year, Samara’s Grants Committee recommended grants totaling $26,500. This year Samara’s Board set the total at $28,000. 

Samara encouraged any organization with a project or program that helps Vermont’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered citizens to apply for a grant. 

Requests for funding totaling well over $100,000 were received from organizations in locations all around the state. The Grants Committee recommended and the Board approved the following awards for 2007:
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ACORN 

(White River Junction and Lebanon, NH) 

received $1,000 

to fund transportation and printing costs of materials for its Speaker Bureau.ACORN receives requests on an almost weekly basis to provide education at schools and colleges about HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C. One recent event at Dartmouth drew more than a thousand students.
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The AIDS PROJECT 
of Southern Vermont 

(Brattleboro and Bennington) 

received $1,300 

to fund the monthly newsletter Connections, which goes out to more than 500 men in the region. The newsletter is part of the Project’s comprehensive HIV prevention program for gay and bisexual men. 
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CATAMOUNT ARTS 

(St. Johnsbury) 

received $500 

to help fund an appearance by Holly Near at the Lake Region Union High School’s Diversity Day Program in connection with her concert at Lyndon State College. 
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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATES (Middlebury) 

received $500 

to help fund a conference on sexuality and the developmentally disabled to be held in May of 2007. 
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EASTER SEALS 

(Berlin) 

received $1,200 

to help fund their support group for gay and lesbian foster and adoptive parents. 
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FLYNN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
(Burlington) 

received $1,500 to help fund a performance series at the Flynn presenting new work by gay, lesbian and transgender artists, including Sarah Felder, Paul Zaloom, S. Bear Bergman and Scott Turner Schofield. Grant money will be used in part to underwrite the series, and in part to fund community “in-residence” activities. 
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KINGDOM COUNTY PRODUCTIONS 
(Barnet) 

received $1,500 

to help fund the filming of the Voices Project theater piece, developed from writings by more than a thousand Vermont teenagers, which toured Vermont successfully in the fall of 2005. KCP hopes that the film will be spread the message of the theater piece without the complications of touring with a cast and crew of thirty.

OUTRIGHT VERMONT 

(Burlington) 

received $8,500 

to the fund ongoing operational expenses, as the agency works to build safe, healthy, and supportive environments for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning youth. Its programs, groups, and services are for young LGBTQ (or queer) people, ages 22 and under.

PRIDE VERMONT 

(Burlington) 

received $1,500 

to help fund the 25th Annual Vermont Pride Festival. The event includes a parade, a speak-out, and parties, and some 2,000 people are expected to attend this year.
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R.U.1.2? COMMUNITY CENTER/SAFESPACE 

(Burlington) 

received $4,000 

to fund ongoing operations of the merged organizations, whose on-going programs include the Queer Archives/Dialogue Project, the Queer Elder Project, the Anti-Violence Program, the Library/Meeting Space, and the Cyber Center.

TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE (Burlington) 

received $1,000 

to fund the Day of Remembrance in Vermont. The money covers planning and follow-up costs as well as the event itself.
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VERMONT CARES (Burlington) 

received $1,500 

to fund on-going programming for people living with and at risk of HIV/AIDS in Vermont. Vermont CARES has offices in St. Johnsbury, Rutland and Burlington, as well as supporting the state’s only residential facility for people living with AIDS. 

VERMONT 
FREEDOM TO MARRY TASK FORCE 
(South Hero) 

received $2,000

to the help fund identifying, organizing, and mobilizing supportive parents and grandparents. VFTMT will collect signatures and arrange for speaking opportunities, a press conference, and assisting parents to publicly support legislation; the goal is to create a semi-independent group to carry on these tasks. 

The VERMONT 
PERSONS-WITH-AIDS COALITION 

(Montpelier) 

received $1,500 

to support its seventeenth four-day retreat for people with AIDS and their partners, and fund scholarships for the VPWAC buyers’ co-op for vitamins and supplements. 
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WGDR/WomanStirred Radio 

(Plainfield) 

received $1,000

to fund general operations as well as $350 to support three special segments: a retrospective of Tee Corinne’s work; homelessness among queer youth; and exploration of the religious right’s anti-gay agenda.

In addition, an anonymous donor made it possible for Samara to make almost $4,500 in Emerging Needs and Opportunities awards outside the annual cycle. Mountain Pride Media and many of the above grantees received incentive awards for locating new donors; VermontCARES received a grant to help re-wire their new offices; Flood Brook Union High School Collaborative received a major grant to fund peer-to-peer training on bullying and LGBT issues at the junior and senior high school level; and OUTRIGHT Vermont was honored with a cash award for its successful work at Missisiquoi Valley Union High School in Swanton.

Samara Foundation grants are made possible through the generous support of both individual and corporate contributors and from the generous bequests of its founding benefactors.

